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Stanford M. Lyman : The Seven Deadly Sins: Society and Evil (Reynolds Series in Sociology (Hardcover)) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Seven Deadly 
Sins: Society and Evil (Reynolds Series in Sociology (Hardcover)): 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Impossible for me to readBy AlmostModoI was unable to read this 
book because the writing is, in my opinion, so poor. Each sentence necessitated so much thought in order to figure out 
what the author was trying to say. Big thoughts do not require big words.4 of 5 people found the following review 
helpful. Brilliant and ContemporaryBy Dr. Charles EdgleyThe late Stan Lyman wrote many important books, but none 
moretrenchant and enjoyable than "The Seven Deadly Sins." Inthis book he tracks the culture and social history of 
eachof the seven deadly sins of antiquity--anger, greed, sloth, pride,lust, envy, and gluttony--showing the history 
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andsociology of these cardinal vices, as well as how society has triedto deal with the evils resident in the human 
condition that theclassification alerts us to. No one has ever done it better and Ireturn to the insights that bubble from 
this brilliant work all thetime. This book is cultural and historical sociology at its finest. It is aworthy addition to the 
fine Larry Reynolds series in sociology.

When Stanford M. Lyman authored The Seven Deadly Sins: Society and Evil in 1978 it was hailed by Alasdair 
MacIntyre as 'a book of absorbing interest and importance_[that] places us all in his debt.' By Nelson Hart as 'a 
masterful and thought-provoking book_[that] is the only scholarly treatment of sin that is so well-informed by the best 
of ancient through modern perspectives.' By James A. Aho as a work whose 'abstract hardly does justice to the 
scholarly and detailed analysis of sin.' And by Harry Cohen as a 'book_[that] stands as a beautiful illustration of what 
holistic, idiosyncratic, interdisciplinary, and creative thinking and writing can bring to bear on the age-old problem of 
society and evil.' The American Sociological Association's section on the Sociology of the Emotions selected this book 
as one of the works that laid the foundations for the study of pride, lust, envy, and anger?basic sentiments embedded in 
the social process. For this revised and expanded edition Lyman has written a new chapter, 'Sentiments, Sin, and 
Social Conflict: Toward a Sociology of the Emotions.' The new edition will be a valuable work for courses in social 
psychology, ethics, deviance, and the sociology of morals and of religion.


